34. Defining Types of Petition and Testimony
(Psalms 102—-103, 110, 116119, 127-128, 135-139, 146—-150)

The Book of Psalms excels in portraying petitions to God for deliverance from personal trials,
loss of faith, shattered hope, persecution by enemies, and so forth. Testimonies of his power to
deliver his children—calculated to buoy up the faint of heart—delineate God’s divine attributes.
Giving expression to every form of emotion, spiritual aspiration, and human predicament, the
psalms exemplify how a person can speak to God with utmost confidence and address him even
from the depths of despair. The spontaneous praise and joy of soul that erupt when the petitioner
is heard of God forms perhaps the main legacy of the Book of Psalms.

Petition: “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto thee. Hide not thy face from me in
the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day when I call answer me
speedily. For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth. My heart
is smitten, and withered like grass; so that I forget to eat my bread. By reason of the voice of my
groaning my bones cleave to my skin. I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl of
the desert. I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top. Mine enemies reproach me all
the day; and they that are mad against me are sworn against me. For I have eaten ashes like
bread, and mingled my drink with weeping, Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou
hast lifted me up, and cast me down. My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am
withered like grass” (Psalms 102:1-11).

Petition: “I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. I
will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving-kindness and for thy
truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. In the day when I cried thou
answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my soul. All the kings of the earth shall
praise thee, O Lord, when they hear the words of thy mouth. Yea, they shall sing in the ways of
the Lord: for great is the glory of the Lord. Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the
lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off. Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive
me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand
shall save me. The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O Lord, endureth
forever: forsake not the works of thine own hands” (Psalms 138:1-8).

Petition: “O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my down-sitting and
mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord,
thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither shall I go
from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art
there: if [ make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand
shall hold me” (Psalms 139:1-10).

Testimony: “The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. He made
known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel. The Lord is merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide: neither will he keep



his anger forever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear
him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Like
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth our frame;
he remembereth that we are dust. As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he
flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no
more. But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and
his righteousness unto children's children; To such as keep his covenant, and to those that
remember his commandments to do them” (Psalms 103:6—18).

Testimony: “When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. He will regard the
prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer. This shall be written for the generation to
come: and the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord. For he hath looked down from
the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the Lord behold the earth; To hear the groaning of
the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death; To declare the name of the Lord in Zion,
and his praise in Jerusalem; When the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve
the Lord” (Psalms 102:16-22).

Testimony: “Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and
praise is comely. The Lord doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the outcasts of Israel.
He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. He telleth the number of the stars;
he calleth them all by their names. Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is
infinite. The Lord lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked down to the ground. Sing unto the
Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God: Who covereth the heaven with
clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. He
giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry. He delighteth not in the strength
of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. The Lord taketh pleasure in them that
fear him, in those that hope in his mercy. Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion”
(Psalms 147:1-12).



